
Eleanor of Aquitaine: The April Queen Who
Shaped Medieval Europe
Eleanor of Aquitaine was one of the most powerful and influential women in
medieval Europe. She was the only woman to be Queen of France and
England, and she played a major role in the politics and culture of both
countries.
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Eleanor was born in 1122 in Poitiers, France. Her father was William X,
Duke of Aquitaine, and her mother was Aenor de Châtellerault. Eleanor
was the eldest of four children, and she had a privileged upbringing. She
was educated in the liberal arts and music, and she was also taught how to
ride a horse and hunt.

In 1137, Eleanor married Louis VII of France. The marriage was arranged
by Eleanor's father, and it was a political alliance between France and
Aquitaine. Eleanor was only 15 years old at the time of her marriage, and
Louis was 17. The marriage was not a happy one. Louis was a pious and
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austere man, and Eleanor was a lively and independent woman. They had
two daughters together, but they eventually separated in 1152.

In 1154, Eleanor married Henry II of England. The marriage was again a
political alliance, but this time it was between England and Aquitaine.
Eleanor was 32 years old at the time of her marriage, and Henry was 19.

The marriage of Eleanor and Henry was much happier than her first
marriage. Henry was a charming and intelligent man, and Eleanor was a
witty and intelligent companion. They had eight children together, including
five sons. Eleanor played a major role in the government of England, and
she was a close advisor to Henry. She also played a major role in the
cultural life of England, and she was a patron of the arts and learning.

Eleanor died in 1204 at the age of 82. She was buried in Fontevraud Abbey
in France. Eleanor was a remarkable woman who left a lasting legacy on
medieval Europe. She was a powerful and influential ruler, and she was
also a patron of the arts and learning. She was a complex and fascinating
figure, and her story is still told today.

Eleanor of Aquitaine in Popular Culture

Eleanor of Aquitaine has been the subject of many books, movies, and
television shows. Some of the most popular depictions of Eleanor include:

The Lion in Winter (1968): Katharine Hepburn played Eleanor in this
Academy Award-winning film.

Eleanor of Aquitaine (1994): Emma Thompson played Eleanor in this
BBC miniseries.



The Devil's Brood (2008): Aure Atika played Eleanor in this French
film.

The White Queen (2013): Eleanor Tomlinson played Eleanor in this
BBC miniseries.

Eleanor of Aquitaine is a fascinating historical figure who continues to
inspire and intrigue people today. She was a powerful and influential
woman who left a lasting legacy on medieval Europe. Her story is one that
is still told today, and she will continue to be a popular subject of popular
culture for many years to come.
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