
From The Old Masters Legacy To The Future
Of The Craft: A Journey Through Time And
Techniques
Throughout history, the craft of making objects has been a fundamental
aspect of human culture. From the earliest tools and weapons to the most
intricate works of art, the ability to create and manipulate materials has
allowed us to shape our world and express our creativity. The Old Masters,
those skilled artisans and artists who lived before the 19th century, left
behind a vast legacy of techniques and knowledge that continues to inspire
and inform contemporary artists and craftspeople.
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In this article, we will explore the evolution of craftsmanship from the Old
Masters to the present day. We will examine the techniques and materials
they used, as well as the inspirations that fueled their work. We will also
consider the challenges and opportunities that contemporary artists face in
carrying forward the legacy of the Old Masters.
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The Old Masters

The Old Masters were a diverse group of artists who worked in a wide
range of styles and media. However, they shared a common commitment
to excellence and a deep understanding of the materials and techniques of
their craft. Some of the most famous Old Masters include:

Leonardo da Vinci (1452-1519): A true Renaissance man, da Vinci was
a painter, sculptor, engineer, and scientist. He is best known for his
paintings, such as the Mona Lisa and The Last Supper, which are
masterpieces of realism and perspective.

Michelangelo (1475-1564): Michelangelo was a sculptor, painter,
architect, and poet. He is best known for his sculptures, such as the
David and the Pietà, which are considered to be among the greatest
works of art ever created.

Rembrandt van Rijn (1606-1669): Rembrandt was a painter and
printmaker. He is best known for his portraits, which are characterized
by their deep shadows and rich colors.

The Old Masters left behind a vast legacy of techniques and knowledge
that continues to inspire and inform contemporary artists and craftspeople.
They were masters of perspective, anatomy, and color theory. They also
experimented with new materials and techniques, such as oil painting and
engraving.

Contemporary Artists

Contemporary artists are building on the legacy of the Old Masters in a
variety of ways. Some artists are using traditional techniques and materials
to create works that are inspired by the Old Masters. Others are using new



technologies and materials to create works that push the boundaries of
what is considered to be craft.

Some of the most well-known contemporary artists who are working in the
tradition of the Old Masters include:

Kehinde Wiley (born 1977): Wiley is a painter who is known for his
portraits of African-American men and women. His work is often
inspired by the Old Masters, but he uses contemporary clothing and
settings to create a new and unique vision.

Kara Walker (born 1969): Walker is a visual artist who is known for her
work on race and slavery. Her work often takes the form of large-scale
silhouettes that are inspired by the 19th-century tradition of black
silhouette portraits.

Theaster Gates (born 1973): Gates is a sculptor and installation artist
who is known for his work with found objects. He often uses recycled
materials to create works that explore themes of race, class, and
poverty.

Contemporary artists are also using new technologies and materials to
create works that push the boundaries of what is considered to be craft.
Some artists are using digital technologies to create works that are
interactive and immersive. Others are using new materials, such as plastics
and metals, to create works that are both beautiful and functional.

The Future Of The Craft

The future of the craft is bright. Contemporary artists are continuing to build
on the legacy of the Old Masters, while also pushing the boundaries of



what is considered to be craft. New technologies and materials are opening
up new possibilities for artists to create works that are both beautiful and
functional.

The craft of making objects will always be a fundamental part of human
culture. It is a way for us to express our creativity, to connect with our past,
and to shape our future.

The journey from the Old Masters to the future of the craft is a long and
winding one. However, it is a journey that is filled with beauty, inspiration,
and creativity. As we continue to explore new techniques and materials,
and as we continue to draw inspiration from the past, the craft will continue
to evolve and flourish.
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