
Inaugural Lecture 2024: Unveiling the Power
of Curiosity and Discovery

Professor Jane Smith's Inaugural Lecture at the University of Oxford

On Thursday, November 2024, Professor Jane Smith, the newly appointed
Professor of Astrophysics at the University of Oxford, delivered her
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inaugural lecture, titled "The Power of Curiosity and Discovery." The lecture
was a captivating exploration of the transformative nature of scientific
inquiry and its profound impact on society.

Professor Smith began her lecture by sharing her own personal journey as
a scientist. She described how her early fascination with the night sky
sparked a lifelong passion for astronomy. She went on to explain how this
passion led her to pursue a career in astrophysics, where she has made
significant contributions to our understanding of the universe.
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Professor Smith's lecture was not simply a recounting of her own research.
Rather, it was a broader reflection on the power of curiosity and discovery.
She argued that curiosity is the driving force behind all scientific progress. It
is what leads scientists to ask questions, explore new ideas, and push the
boundaries of human knowledge.

Professor Smith also emphasized the importance of discovery. She
explained that discoveries are not simply lucky accidents. They are the
result of hard work, dedication, and a willingness to take risks. She pointed
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to examples of major scientific discoveries throughout history, such as the
discovery of penicillin and the development of the theory of relativity, to
illustrate how discoveries can change the course of human history.

Professor Smith concluded her lecture by calling on her audience to
embrace the power of curiosity and discovery. She urged them to be
curious about the world around them, to ask questions, and to seek out
new knowledge. She also encouraged them to be bold and to take risks,
because it is through risk-taking that great discoveries are made.

Professor Smith's inaugural lecture was a powerful and inspiring message
about the importance of curiosity and discovery. It was a reminder that
science is not simply a collection of facts and theories. It is a vibrant and
dynamic process that is constantly evolving. And it is a process that is
driven by the power of human curiosity.

About Professor Jane Smith

Professor Jane Smith is a world-renowned astrophysicist who has made
significant contributions to our understanding of the universe. She is the
author of over 100 scientific papers and has received numerous awards for
her research, including the prestigious Royal Medal from the Royal Society.
Professor Smith is a passionate advocate for science education and
outreach. She is the founder of the Stargazing for Schools program, which
brings astronomy to students in underserved communities.

The Inaugural Lecture Series

The Inaugural Lecture Series is a long-standing tradition at the University of
Oxford. Each year, newly appointed professors deliver an inaugural lecture
that reflects on their research and its broader implications for society. The



lectures are open to the public and are a valuable opportunity to learn from
some of the world's leading scholars.
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