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The mining industry plays a significant role in the economic development of
many countries, including the Philippines. However, mining operations can
also have significant social and environmental impacts, particularly during
the closure phase. The 'Social Terrains of Mine Closure in the Philippines'
is a comprehensive study that examines the complex interplay between
mining, community dynamics, and environmental sustainability in the
Philippines. This article delves into the key findings and implications,
highlighting the need for inclusive and participatory approaches to ensure
equitable outcomes in mine closure processes.
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The study found that mine closure has a significant impact on communities,
both positive and negative. On the positive side, mine closure can lead to
new opportunities for economic development, such as tourism and
agriculture. It can also improve environmental quality, as mining operations
are no longer polluting the air and water.

However, mine closure can also have negative impacts on communities.
These impacts include job losses, displacement, and the loss of traditional
livelihoods. The study also found that mine closure can lead to
environmental problems, such as acid mine drainage and water
contamination.

The study emphasizes the importance of community engagement in mine
closure planning and implementation. When communities are involved in
the decision-making process, they are more likely to support mine closure
and to benefit from the positive impacts.

Implications for Policy and Practice

The findings of the study have important implications for policy and
practice. First, the study suggests that mine closure should be planned and
implemented in a way that minimizes negative impacts on communities and
the environment. This includes involving communities in the decision-
making process, providing them with support during the transition period,
and investing in environmental remediation.

Second, the study highlights the need for more research on the social and
environmental impacts of mine closure. This research can help to inform
policy and practice, and to ensure that mine closure is carried out in a way
that is sustainable and equitable.



The 'Social Terrains of Mine Closure in the Philippines' is a valuable
resource for researchers, policymakers, and practitioners working in the
field of mine closure. The study provides a comprehensive understanding
of the complex social and environmental impacts of mine closure, and it
offers important recommendations for policy and practice. By following
these recommendations, we can help to ensure that mine closure is carried
out in a way that is sustainable and equitable.
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