
Saving the Tasmanian Devil: An Urgent
Mission to Save an Iconic Species
The Tasmanian devil is an iconic Australian marsupial that is facing
extinction. This unique and charismatic animal is the largest carnivorous
marsupial in the world, and it plays a vital role in the Tasmanian ecosystem.
However, the Tasmanian devil is under threat from a number of factors,
including disease, habitat loss, and climate change.

The Devil Facial Tumor Disease

The most serious threat to the Tasmanian devil is the devil facial tumor
disease (DFTD). DFTD is a contagious cancer that spreads through direct
contact between devils. The disease causes large, disfiguring tumors on
the face and body of the devil, and it is often fatal. DFTD was first identified
in 1996, and it has since spread to over 80% of the Tasmanian devil
population.
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DFTD is a devastating disease, and it has had a significant impact on the
Tasmanian devil population. The disease has caused the devil population
to decline by over 80%, and it is estimated that there are now only around
25,000 devils left in the wild.

Habitat Loss

Another major threat to the Tasmanian devil is habitat loss. The devil's
habitat is being cleared for agriculture, forestry, and development. This is
reducing the amount of food and shelter available to devils, and it is making
it more difficult for them to survive.

Climate Change

Climate change is also a threat to the Tasmanian devil. Climate change is
causing the devil's habitat to become drier and warmer, which is making it
more difficult for them to survive. Climate change is also increasing the
frequency and severity of wildfires, which can destroy the devil's habitat
and kill devils directly.

Conservation Efforts

There are a number of conservation efforts underway to save the
Tasmanian devil. These efforts include:

Captive breeding programs: Captive breeding programs are being
used to breed devils in captivity and release them into the wild. This
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helps to increase the population of devils and to reduce the impact of
DFTD.

Disease management: Researchers are working to develop a vaccine
for DFTD. They are also investigating other ways to manage the
disease, such as early detection and treatment.

Habitat protection: Conservation organizations are working to protect
the devil's habitat. This includes acquiring land, restoring degraded
habitat, and managing fire risk.

The Future of the Tasmanian Devil

The future of the Tasmanian devil is uncertain. However, the conservation
efforts that are underway are giving the devil a fighting chance. If these
efforts are successful, the Tasmanian devil will continue to be an iconic part
of the Australian ecosystem for many years to come.

How You Can Help

There are a number of ways that you can help to save the Tasmanian devil.
These include:

Donate to a conservation organization: There are a number of
conservation organizations that are working to save the Tasmanian
devil. You can donate to these organizations to help support their work.

Spread the word: Spread the word about the Tasmanian devil and the
threats that it faces. You can do this by talking to your friends and
family, writing to your local newspaper, or posting about the devil on
social media.



Reduce your carbon footprint: Reduce your carbon footprint to help
mitigate the effects of climate change. You can do this by driving less,
eating less meat, and using renewable energy sources.

By taking these actions, you can help to save the Tasmanian devil and
ensure that this iconic species continues to thrive for many years to come.
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