
The Creative Guide To Heavy Metal Riff
Writing For Drop Tuned Guitar
Heavy metal is a genre of music that is characterized by its heavy, distorted
guitars, pounding drums, and aggressive vocals. One of the most important
elements of heavy metal music is the riff. A riff is a short, repeated musical
phrase that is typically played on the guitar. Riffs are used to create the
main melody of a song, and they can also be used to create a sense of
atmosphere and tension.
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Drop tuned guitars are guitars that have been tuned down from the
standard tuning. This gives the guitar a heavier, more powerful sound. Drop
tuned guitars are often used in heavy metal music, as they can help to
create a more aggressive and menacing sound.
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In this guide, we will teach you how to write heavy metal riffs for drop tuned
guitar. We will cover everything from the basics of riff writing to more
advanced techniques. We will also provide you with some tips on how to
create your own unique riffs.

The Basics of Riff Writing

The first step to writing a heavy metal riff is to choose a key. The key of a
riff is the note that the riff is built around. Once you have chosen a key, you
can start to create a riff by using the notes in that key. You can use any
combination of notes, but it is important to keep the riff simple and
memorable.

Once you have created a basic riff, you can start to add variations. You can
change the rhythm of the riff, add different notes, or even add a solo. The
key is to experiment and find what sounds good to you.

Advanced Riff Writing Techniques

Once you have mastered the basics of riff writing, you can start to
experiment with more advanced techniques. Some of the most common
advanced riff writing techniques include:

Palm muting: Palm muting is a technique that is used to create a
muted, percussive sound. To palm mute, simply rest the palm of your
right hand on the strings behind the bridge of the guitar. This will create
a muted sound that can be used to add rhythm and texture to your
riffs.

Hammer-ons and pull-offs: Hammer-ons and pull-offs are techniques
that are used to create a legato sound. To hammer-on, simply tap the



string with your fretting hand while it is still fretted. To pull-off, simply
release the string with your fretting hand while it is still fretted.
Hammer-ons and pull-offs can be used to create a variety of different
sounds, and they can be a great way to add interest to your riffs.

Pinch harmonics: Pinch harmonics are a technique that is used to
create a high-pitched, squealing sound. To pinch harmonics, simply
pinch the string with your thumb and index finger while it is still fretted.
Pinch harmonics can be used to add a sense of excitement and
aggression to your riffs.

Tips for Writing Your Own Unique Riffs

The best way to write your own unique riffs is to experiment. Don't be afraid
to try new things, and don't be discouraged if your first few riffs don't sound
great. The more you practice, the better you will become at writing riffs.

Here are a few tips for writing your own unique riffs:

Listen to other heavy metal songs: One of the best ways to learn
how to write heavy metal riffs is to listen to other heavy metal songs.
Pay attention to the riffs that you like, and try to figure out how they
were written. You can also try to come up with your own variations on
these riffs.

Experiment with different tunings: Drop tuned guitars are a great
way to add a heavy, aggressive sound to your riffs. However, you don't
have to limit yourself to drop tunings. Experiment with different tunings,
and see what sounds good to you.

Don't be afraid to make mistakes: The best way to learn how to write
riffs is to make mistakes. Don't be discouraged if your first few riffs



don't sound great. The more you practice, the better you will become
at writing riffs.

Writing heavy metal riffs for drop tuned guitar can be a challenging, but
rewarding experience. By following the tips in this guide, you can learn how
to write your own unique riffs. So what are you waiting for? Start writing
today!
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