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A Love That Transcended Boundaries

The story of Richard and Mildred Loving is a testament to the enduring
power of love and the indomitable spirit that can overcome adversity.

Their journey began in 1958 in rural Virginia, a time and place where
interracial marriages were strictly forbidden. Despite the social and legal
barriers, Richard and Mildred fell deeply in love and married in Washington,
D.C., where it was legal.
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However, their happiness was short-lived. Upon returning to Virginia, they
were arrested and sentenced to prison for violating the state's anti-
miscegenation law.

A Legal Battle for Racial Justice

Undeterred, Richard and Mildred embarked on a legal battle that would
ultimately reach the Supreme Court. With the help of the American Civil
Liberties Union (ACLU),they argued that Virginia's law violated their

constitutional rights to due process and equal protection under the law.

In 1967, the Supreme Court issued a landmark ruling in Loving v. Virginia.
The unanimous decision struck down the state's anti-miscegenation law,
declaring it unconstitutional. This victory was a major milestone in the fight
for racial equality, paving the way for interracial marriages to be legal
throughout the United States.

A Legacy of Love and Courage

The story of the Lovings continues to inspire people today. Their love for
each other and their unwavering determination to fight for their rights have
become a powerful symbol of hope and the triumph of the human spirit.

Richard and Mildred Loving's legacy is not only a legal precedent but also a
reminder that love knows no boundaries and that the fight for equality is an
ongoing one.

Discover Their Intimate Portrait

In the book "The Lovings: An Intimate Portrait," author Jeff Sharlet delves
deeply into the lives of Richard and Mildred Loving. Through interviews with



family members, friends, and legal experts, he paints a vivid and moving
portrait of their story.

Sharlet's book is a testament to the power of storytelling and the enduring
legacy of the Lovings. It is a must-read for anyone interested in civil rights
history, love stories, and the human spirit.
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